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[Slide] map of the Mediterranean Sea 

The following are places which I shall be discussing: Lebanon, ancient Phoenicia, Israel, Carthage 

 

[Slide] map of Lebanon 

The following are places which I shall be discussing: Byblos (Jubayl), Toula and the Zgharta 

district, Tyre, Sidon, Beirut 

 

Lebanon, which is situated at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea, is a country which has long 

been celebrated for its outstanding natural beauty, as well as for the beauty of what has been created 

by man in the long history of civilisation in the region. 

 

With the Mediterranean Sea on one side, and mountainous terrain throughout the length of the 

country, Lebanon’s geographical gifts provide the country with many opportunities for nature’s 

beauty to manifest itself. 

 

[Slide] Tyre, Fishing Harbour in the Old Town 

The proximity of the Mediterranean Sea lends to the beauty of the cities and towns which are 

situated on the coast.  Inhabited for many thousands of years, the cities were built on the coast 

largely for economic reasons, as a central point between sea and land trade routes.   
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There were three very important cities of the Phoenicians.  Tyre was one of them, and, today, the 

city has beautiful scenery as a result of its location as a port, and this is a photograph of the fishing 

harbour in the Old Town. 

 

[Slide] Sea Castle, Sidon 

Sidon was also an important city of the ancient Phoenicians.  Its strategic value was appreciated by 

others in later times and this is a photograph of the Sea Castle, which was built by the Crusaders in 

the 13th century AD.  Although of practical use, its design and position next to the harbour provide a 

beautiful focus of the present-day city. 

 

[Slide] Sea Castle, Sidon, view by night 

It is also very beautiful during the night when it is floodlit. 

 

We remember that the Phoenicians had a great trading empire throughout the Mediterranean Sea, 

and they founded Carthage in modern day Tunisia, which was itself the centre of a great empire. 

Their trading empire was important at the end of 2nd millennium and first half of the 1st millennium 

BC, and Carthage was at its most powerful during the 3rd century BC at the time of the 1st and 2nd 

Punic Wars against Rome. 

 

[Slide] View of the port 

In addition to Tyre and Sidon, Byblos was one of the most important ports of the Phoenicians.  Its 

modern name is Jubayl.   I am showing you a view of the port, from which you can see that it is a 

very good harbour suitable for trading.  It was thought in antiquity to be the oldest city in the world, 

and occupation of the site began in the 5th millenium BC. 

 

[Slides] Views of archaeological sites 
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These are views of archaeological sites of the city, including a traditional Lebanese house.  The 

construction of this house is similar to the style of houses in the eastern Mediterranean region, 

including Greece.  It is built of stone and you can see the pointed arches, which reveal possible 

western European gothic influence on the region. 

 

Byblos’ trading importance meant that there was early interest from Egypt, and it is frequently 

referred to in the Amarna letters dated to the 14th century BC.  (The letters are cuneiform tablets 

found at Tell el-Amarna, which was the short-lived capital of Pharaoh Akhenaten and, shortly after 

his death (c.1332 BC), it was abandoned.)   It had connections overland with Mesopotamia, and by 

sea with Crete and Greece.  It thus held an important position as the hub of various trade routes.   

Much of the prosperity of Byblos resulted from the export of timber.   

 

[Slides] Cedars 

Of course, Lebanon was in antiquity, and has always been, famous for its cedars.  They were 

exported by the Phoenicians and used for building monumental structures in Israel, such as the 

Temple of Solomon, and in Egypt and elsewhere. 

 

[Slide] papyrus 

Byblos gave its name to the Greek for ‘papyrus roll’, which suggests that papyrus rolls were 

imported to the Greek world from there.  In the region, the main source of papyrus is Egypt and the 

Phoenicians imported it to Phoenicia.  The Egyptian evidence of the story of Wen-Amūn (11th 

century BC) mentions that, in return for timber, 500 rolls of finished papyrus were sent to Byblos.   

The city’s name is the origin of the Greek word ‘biblion’ for ‘book’ and thus for ‘The Bible’.   This 

is the image of a papyrus plant in Kew Gardens in London. 

 

[Slide] Herakles papyrus 
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As an example of papyrus used for writing, I show you the Herakles Papyrus (Oxford, Sackler 

Library, Oxyrhynchus Pap. 2331), a fragment of a Greek manuscript of a poem about the Labours 

of Herakles, dated to the 3rd century AD. 

 

The use of the name Byblos in this way is a linguistic phenomenon that the place where goods come 

from gives the name to the goods.  We can compare in English manchester for cotton wares. 

 

[Slide] sarcophagus of King Ahiram 

 

Despite the importance of the port in antiquity, excavations have not produced much evidence from 

the Phoenician period.  An exception is the sarcophagus of King Ahiram, which dates to the 10th  

century BC, and has an early example of alphabetic writing.  We remember that the Phoenicians 

invented the first alphabet, which was borrowed from them by the Greeks, and subsequently the 

Romans, and is thus the origin of our own alphabet. 

 

It was discovered by French excavators in 1923 in the Royal Necropolis of Byblos.  The relief 

frieze shows the king on a throne carved with winged sphinxes, in front of which is a table.  A 

priestess offers him a lotus flower.  Behind her is a procession of priestesses.  Above is a frieze of 

lotuses.  Assyrian palace reliefs are the major influence for the iconography.  The inscription is on 

the side of the lid and it is the oldest surviving inscription in the Phoenician alphabet of a significant 

length. 

 

The city of Byblos has many beautiful historical areas from more recent times since it has been an 

Arab city. 

 

[Slides] souk 
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The souk or market is one of the beautiful parts of the old city.  Souks similar to this are very 

characteristic of cities in the Arab world.  They have very many shops with the goods for sale laid 

out outside, which are then packed up and closed behind the shop doors at night.  The shoppers 

walk along the paths between the shops.  As you can see from this image with the café, the souk has 

become a tourist area, which is very similar to the use of historic areas in many cities.  For example, 

we can compare the Rocks in Sydney. 

 

[Slides] Historic Streets 

Apart from the souk, there are other beautiful historic streets for tourists to enjoy.  We can see here 

the round arches and the treatment of the masonry, which reveal western European influence, as 

well as the stone paved street and the central drain.  The latter is an old means of draining a street. 

I am showing you another street in the city. 

 

[Slide] Crusader Castle 

Despite its ancient importance, during the Byzantine period the city began to decline and after the 

Arab occupation in AD 636, it further decreased in importance.  However, during the Crusades the 

city increased in importance again.  Trade, particularly that motivated by the Genoese, from Genoa 

on the north west coast of Italy, made the city’s harbour a prosperous one.  The structures which 

attest the renewal are its walls, the church of St John the Baptist and its baptistery, and the massive 

castle which was built by the Crusaders.   

 

This is an image of the Crusader Castle.  The western European design is apparent, especially in the 

pointed gothic arch of the gates.  Other features of the construction are the battlements, and the 

courses of masonry.  The shape and treatment of the latter are important for the dating and study of 

walls, such as the historical origins and influences of the construction. 
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[Slide] Church of St John 

This is an image of the church of St John. 

 

[Slides] Church of St Assia, Toula 

This structure recalls the church of St Assia in Toula with its stone construction, slightly pointed 

arches, round Romanesque arches and bell tower.  We recall that the influence of the Crusades, 

which brought Roman Catholics from western Europe to the region of Lebanon, raised the 

importance of the Maronites in Lebanon, since they are in communion with the Roman Catholic 

Church. 

 

Following the period of the Crusades, Byblos declined slowly until the 19th century AD. 

 

[Slide] Sultan Abdul Majid mosque  

In addition to churches, there are also mosques of historic interest and beauty in the city.  This is an 

image of the Sultan Abdul Majid mosque, which is situated next to the castle and dates to the mid 

17th century AD.  This mosque is for the use of women only.  You will note the beauty of the 

Arabic script and the carved shutters on the windows.  Such carved woodwork is very characteristic 

of older buildings in the Arab world and the Mediterranean region. 

 

[Slide] Jug Byblos Louvre AO14707 

The beauty of Byblos also encompasses human creations from the city.  Pottery has had beautiful 

forms throughout its history, both in its shape and decoration.  This is a small jug which was found 

in Byblos.  It is terracotta with painted decoration, and is dated to the Late Bronze Age (1600-1200 

BC).  

 

[Slide] Coin of Byblos 
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Beautiful artistic productions of Byblos include its coinage.  The following is the description of the 

coin which I illustrate: 

 

Silver shekel, Gebal mint, weight 8.907 g, 20.2 mm, die axis 0o, O. Sphinx seated l., wearing crown 

of Upper and Lower Egypt; R. Lightning bolt (or double lotus) in dotted circle within incuse square; 

450-410 BC. 

 

Greek coinage was predominantly made of silver in the 5th century BC.  The Greek cities of Cyprus 

issued coinage from the end of the 6th century, and the Phoenician cities of Sidon, Tyre and Byblos 

began striking coinage on a Greek model from the middle of the 5th century.  At this time, Byblos 

was an independent kingdom under the Persians.  Although the iconography of this coin of Byblos 

is influenced by Egyptian art, the style of the sphinx is Greek.  Thus, the coin is essentially Greek in 

nature, but reflects the culture of Phoenicia and its influences. 

  

[Slides] Byblos Beach 

The beauty of Byblos is not just restricted to historical sites and man-made objects.  Its proximity to 

the Mediterranean Sea means that it has beautiful beaches for swimming and the sea is the ideal 

place for sailing.  This slide shows you the beauty of the Mediterranean coast of Lebanon, which 

can be enjoyed from the beaches of Byblos.  This slide shows a view from the castle, and we can 

see a palm tree, which is characteristic of the Mediterranean landscape. 

 

[Slide] Byblos port 

Indeed, Byblos is a place where natural beauty and historical beauty are combined, providing a 

lovely place for both living and as a holiday destination.   This slide shows the mountains which are 

a backdrop to the Mediterranean Sea in Lebanon. 

 


